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Things that might happen
There are many ways to talk about hypothetical future 
situations. You can use different structures to indicate 
whether you think a hypothesis is likely or unlikely.

KEY LANGUAGE LIKELY TO HAPPEN

FURTHER EXAMPLES LIKELY TO HAPPEN

If a future outcome is 
likely to happen, you 
can use “what if,” 
“suppose,” and “in 
case” followed by  
the present tense  
to express it.

“In case” refers to being prepared 
for the hypothetical situation.

“Suppose” refers to the consequences 
of a hypothetical situation.

Present tense shows the 
speaker believes this is  
likely to happen.

“What if ” means  
“what would happen  

if a hypothetical 
situation occurred?”

New language “What if,” “suppose,” “in case” 

Vocabulary Exams and assessment

New skill Talking about hypothetical situations

MATCH THE SITUATIONS TO THE LIKELY CONSEQUENCES
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MARK WHETHER THE OUTCOMES ARE LIKELY OR UNLIKELY

KEY LANGUAGE UNLIKELY TO HAPPEN

FURTHER EXAMPLES UNLIKELY TO HAPPEN

If a future outcome is 
possible, but unlikely  
to happen, you can  
also use “what if ” and 
“suppose” followed  
by the past tense to 
express it. You can also 
use “just in case” with 
the present tense.

The past tense shows the speaker 
thinks this is unlikely to happen.

“Just” is added to “in case” to talk about 
preparation for a situation that is less likely.

“Suppose” and “supposing” are 
interchangeable in this context.

The verb remains in the present 
tense after “just in case.” 
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KEY LANGUAGE THE FIRST AND SECOND CONDITIONALS

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND MARK WHETHER EACH OUTCOME  
IS LIKELY OR UNLIKELY

READ THE TEXT AND ANSWER  
THE QUESTIONS

You can use the first conditional to talk about realistic 
future results if a realistic condition is fulfilled.

You can use the second conditional to predict  
future results if an unlikely condition is fulfilled.

FIRST CONDITIONAL SECOND CONDITIONAL

“If ” + present simple.

“Will” + infinitive. “Would” + infinitive.

“If ” + past simple.
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RESPOND TO THE AUDIO, SPEAKING OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 “What if,” “suppose,” “in case”   Exams and assessment   Talking about hypothetical situations  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 17–20

ORGANIZING DISCOURSE MARKERS

MAKING GENERALIZATIONS

THE PASSIVE VOICE

NOUNS FORMED FROM  
PHRASAL VERBS

LIKELY AND UNLIKELY SITUATIONS

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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